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THE A LEVEL

3 x 2 hour papers to be sat at the end of year 2
All equally weighted

Paper 1 

Social influence/Memory/Attachment/Psychopathology

Paper 2

Approaches/Biopsychology/Research Methods

Paper 3

Issues & Debates/Relationships/Eating 
Behaviour/Forensics

Material for paper 1 and majority of material for paper 2 is covered in 

your 1 st year of study; other topics covered in 2 nd year



M EMORY
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WHAT IS MEMORY ?

Sensory
Short 

Term
Long 

Term

Do we always have memory?
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H OW DOES MEMORY WORK ?

Pay 

attention

Encoding

Rehearsal

Decay

Work on 

it

Memory 

trace

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ivsZZMQ2T6EZCM&tbnid=TuA5XoDFzio4UM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.innovateus.net/innopedia/how-does-our-memory-work&ei=0chaUt_9G4Go0AWm_IHYDQ&bvm=bv.53899372,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHfmf7Cxw7eH5FeboATmKtBAd_daQ&ust=1381767750778331
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ivsZZMQ2T6EZCM&tbnid=TuA5XoDFzio4UM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.innovateus.net/innopedia/how-does-our-memory-work&ei=0chaUt_9G4Go0AWm_IHYDQ&bvm=bv.53899372,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHfmf7Cxw7eH5FeboATmKtBAd_daQ&ust=1381767750778331
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YSb8cunpx3GyzM&tbnid=gRSCrHj4VBYuVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.brainhealthandpuzzles.com/memory_human_brain.html&ei=B8laUpaBO8i70QWE0YDwCA&bvm=bv.53899372,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHfmf7Cxw7eH5FeboATmKtBAd_daQ&ust=1381767750778331
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YSb8cunpx3GyzM&tbnid=gRSCrHj4VBYuVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.brainhealthandpuzzles.com/memory_human_brain.html&ei=B8laUpaBO8i70QWE0YDwCA&bvm=bv.53899372,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHfmf7Cxw7eH5FeboATmKtBAd_daQ&ust=1381767750778331


CAN WE EXPLAIN MEMORY

LOSS ?

Case 

studies

Brain 

damage

Can we get 

memory back 

once itõs 

gone?
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I S MEMORY RELIABLE ? 

WOULD YOU BE A GOOD WITNESS ?

Would you 

remember?

Will your 

memory be 

accurate?

Can talking to 

other witnesses 

make you 

remember false 

information??

Anxiety -will 

it affect 

your 

memory?

Can we 

purposefully 

distort your 

memory?

Can we improve 

your eye witness 

testimony?
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TYPES OF L ONG TERM M EMORY

Procedural Memory

Memory of 

processes

Episodic Memory

Memory for events 

in your life

Semantic Memory

Memory for knowledge of the 

world/meanings
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WHY DO WE FORGET ?
Interference Theory

Retrieval Failure

Old info 

gets mixed 

up with 

new info

New info 

gets mixed 

up with 

old info

There are 

no cues 

and so you 

cant 

remember

Are you in the 

same state or 

same 

environment? 

This could 

help you 

remember
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Attachment
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WHY DO BABIES FORM

ATTACHMENTS ?
Survival?

Is the 

ability 

inbuilt?

Food?

Do babies 

learn to 

attach?
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STAGES OF ATTACHMENT AND

THE ROLE OF THE FATHER

What 

happens in 

each stage 

of 

attachment?

What skills 

do children 

have at 

different 

stages?

Are fathers 

as 

important 

as mothers?

Can fathers 

be the 

primary 

attachment 

figure?
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WHAT TYPES OF

ATTACHMENT CAN

BABIES FORM ?

Secure

Insecure 

Resistant

Insecure 

Avoidant



DO EARLY ATTACHMENTS

AFFECT LATER ADULT

RELATIONSHIPS ?
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